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From the District Deputy Grand Master 

Freemasonry is an organization that has an historical 

impact in the development and growth of many 

countries over the past several centuries and continues 

to influence and assist with improving the individual, 

the community and family. It is not a religion. It is not 

a political movement. Presently there are over twenty 

thousand Masons in the province of Ontario and over 

five million worldwide. They all work to improve the 

condition of society and welcome brothers of the 

fraternity wherever they may find themselves. To 

explain I use the following quote to enlighten and 

encourage. 

Freemasonry primarily offers a lifelong framework for character development, 

personal growth, and a global support system. Rather than material wealth, the 

fraternity emphasizes building integrity, connecting with a diverse brotherhood, 

and serving the community.  

The most significant benefits it has to offer are broken down below: 

1. Character Development & Moral Framework 

• Self-Improvement: The ultimate goal is to "make good men better." 

Members reflect on their personal conduct and learn how to choose the right 

path, even when it’s difficult.  

• Symbolism & Philosophy: You are taught lessons in morality, equality, and 

kindness through ancient allegories and traditional tools (such as the square 

and compass).  

• Stress Relief: Lodge meetings strictly prohibit discussions on commercial 

ventures and religion, providing a sanctuary where you can step away from 

daily life stresses to focus purely on self-reflection.  
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2. Lifelong Brotherhood & Trust 

• Diverse Connections: You meet and bond with quality men from all walks 

of life—people you might never interact with in your day-to-day routine.  

• Support System: Members forge a strong baseline of trust and mutual 

assistance. Whether you are moving to a new city or going through personal 

hardships, you have a built-in network of brothers to rely on.  

• Fellowship: Beyond formal ceremonies, lodges host dinners, events, and 

casual hangouts, fostering a deep sense of belonging.  

3. Service & Community Contribution 

• Charitable Giving: Freemasonry is heavily dedicated to giving back. 

Members donate their surplus time, skills, and funds to local and global 

charities, hospitals, and disaster relief. 

• Making an Impact: It provides a tangible way to participate in something 

larger than yourself and leave a positive mark on society.  

4. Leadership & Personal Skills 

• Leadership Roles: Through the progressive "officer line" of the lodge, 

members take on increasing responsibilities, offering a low-pressure 

environment to develop public speaking, management, and leadership skills.  

What you get out of it depends entirely on what you put into it. The fraternity 

relies on active participation, and the true rewards are earned through the time and 

dedication you invest in your lodge and your fellow members. 

If you are interested in Freemasonry within the Sudbury-Manitoulin district you 

can reach out via email to ddgm@smmasons.com  or in the province to 

office@grandlodge.on.ca. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

R.W. Brent G. Forsyth,  

District Deputy Grand Master  

Sudbury-Manitoulin District 
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Sudbury- Manitoulin A.F. & A.M. 

Necrology – 2025-2026 
Nickel Lodge No. 427 

Bro. Allan Bernard - December 2, 2025 

Bro. John Legge - Feb 14, 2026 

W. Bro. Eric Benedict -February 14, 2026 

W. Bro. Chris Kemp - May 15, 2026 
 

Doric Lodge No. 455 

W. Bro. Grenville Green - June 29, 2025 
 

Espanola Lodge No. 527 

W. Bro. Gerry Tuffy - August 15, 2025 

W. Bro. Rodd Junkala - January 13, 2026 
 

City of Lakes Lodge No. 536 

W. Bro. Arthur McGinn - October 11, 2025 

Bro. Robert Glen - November 19, 2025 

Bro. George Frost - December 12, 2025 

Bro. Edward Lumley - January 1, 2026 

Bro. John Davies - February 3, 2026 

Bro. Peter Duncan Ramsay – May 25,2026 

Bro. George Joyce – June 10, 2026 
 

Friendship Lodge No. 691 

Bro. James O’Neill - January 27, 2026 

W. Bro. Ross King - February 10, 2026 

 

Bethel Lodge No. 699 

W. Bro. Robert Akkanen - July 14, 2025 

Bro. Serge Trottier - June 1, 2025 

 

We cherish their 
memory in our hearts 
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V.W. Bro. Alan Hill  of City of Lakes Lodge in the hospital (being discharged) 

Bro. Michael Wootton of Nickel Lodge No. 427 dealing with hip issues and 

recovering from carpal tunnel surgery 

 

 



 
 

Nickel Lodge No. 427  

The June regular meeting of Nickel Lodge saw the customary ceremony and 

moment of silence observed for W. Bro. Chris Kemp, who passed to the Grand 

Lodge Above on May 15th. 

The business of the evening was the election of Officers. 

Officers Elect: 

Worshipful Master:  Bro. John Leonard  Senior Warden: Bro. Paul Ladd 

Junior Warden: Bro. Johnathon Leveque Chaplain: R.W. Bro. J. David Innes 

Treasurer:  V.W. Bro. Greg Newson Secretary: R.W. Bro. Rob Fleming 

Asst. Secretary: Bro. Mike Lalonde  Tyler: W. Bro. Rod Purdy 

 

Pictured below are those who were in attendance. 
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Doric Lodge No. 455  

 

At the June meeting, W. Bro. Rick Mauti was installed as Worshipful Master 

with a full slate of officers invested for the coming Masonic year.  

A number  of guests were on hand to participate in both the installation and 

the strawberry social which followed.  

Doric Lodge is looking forward to another great year. 
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Espanola Lodge No. 527 

The last meeting before summer call-off for the District was held at Espanola 

Lodge on June 24th.  It was  followed by the traditional strawberries and ice 

cream treat. 

The serious work preceding the strawberry social was the Installation of the 

Worshipful Master – Elect and the Investiture of the Officers for the ensuing 

Masonic year. 

V.W. Bro. John Moody was installed as Worshipful Master under the tutelage 

of R.W. Bro. Peter Gordon. 

A very enjoyable evening! 
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City of Lakes Lodge No. 536 

 

At the June 16th regular meeting of City of Lakes 

Lodge No. 536, Bro. Michael Lumley was 

presented with his 25-year pin.  

Grand Chaplain R.W. Bro. David Spencer 

provided Masonic Education and gave an 

engaging lecture on how the contributions of 

every Mason may differ from one another but 

are no less important. 
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Friendship Lodge No. 691 

 

Installation of the Master-Elect and the Investiture of the Officers was the 

work at Friendship Lodge’s regular meeting in June. 

R.W. Bro. Robert Lipic was installed in the Chair of King Solomon in a 

ceremony conducted by his Brother (and his brother) V.W. Bro. Ryan Lipic. 
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 In other News…… 
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Doric Lodge hosted an event in coordination with the Manitoulin Community 

Safety Day event held in the Community Centre in Little Current. 

Although the weather was dreary, the enthusiasim of all the participants at the 

event compensated for the lack of sunshine. 

Pictured following are event locations and set-up room. 
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